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JOURNAL. 

OF THE MOVEMENTS, &e. 


Is 2 moment like, the preſent, when, after a 
convulſive tumult of alarm the mind finds a 
reſting place, the powers of our reaſon ſhould 


be unremittingly employed to guard againſt the 


approach of future danger. The human mind 
is incapable of exerting its reaſoning faculty in 


the firſt paroxyſm of its alarm.—The fears of 


an immediate danger call up the paſſions, (which 
are at all times too ready to attend) and the 


calm voice of reaſon is loſt 1 in the intemperate 
uproar.” 


Tuar we have efcaped the late dreadful ca- 


lamity which threatened us, is matter of high 
congratulation, yet; however we have been 
favored by Providenee, | to whoſe timely inter- 
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poſition we owe our preſent ſafety, we ſhould 
not, by too fondly indulging the deluſions of 
hope, neglect the means for our future ſecurity. 
Let us not regret when too late, that the leſſon 
of the paſt conveyed example, without precept; 
let us not value our inſtruction the leſs, becauſe 
it did not coſt us more. 


— 


2. . 8 HAS 


In reviewing the conduct of the French, we 
muſt obſerve that, much as their original cha- 
racter has been changed, they appear upon this 
occaſion to have employed their uſual policy, 

, and retained their ancient talent for fineſſe,— 
Fruitful in expedient they ſeem to have drawn 
the attention of our Government to a meditated 
attack on Portugal, while their real views were 
directed to this country. And here it may not 
be improper to remark, that there is too much 
reaſon to fear, the encouragement which they 
received from ſome miſguided people in the 
Northern parts of this Kingdom, and the ſup- 
port which they were promiſed on landing, 
confirmed them in the reſolution to make a de- 
{cent on our coaſts. —The popular diſcontents in 
thoſe counties, if not actually originating from, 
appear at leaſt to be much inflamed by the acri- 
mony of religious diſſention. That which was 
1 intended by Providence to connect ſociety, has 
| unfortunately been preverted into a means of 
diſunion. The Laws of Religion ſhould inſpire 
223 an 
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an averſion. to nothing but Vice; to animate man 
with a kindred affection for his ſpecies, and to 
bind him cloſer to his neighbour, is the ral 
aim of Religion: Man in his individual capaci- 
ty, alone regulates his /piritual concern; the 
duties of his congregated, and his individual 
ſituation are different. The truth is, that on 
the preſent occaſion Religion! is but the cloak of 
ambitious deſigns; it is a convenient pretext for 
the ſubtilty of Treaſon, which while it called 
itſelf þy any other name but its own, might in 
the confuſion it occaſioned, hide the hand which 
held the dagger, and conceal its cloven foot be- 
neath the pretended zeal of Religion. One Mo- 


narch has already fallen a victim to the reſtleſs 


ſpirit of this ambitious party, ſatiated as it 
were with the great ſacrifice of the Head of the 


Conſtitution, their furor ſeems to have admit- | 


ted a long interval of repoſe; ſtimulated by the 


ſucceſſes of a ſimilar ſpirit in a neighbouring 


Country, it again rears its head, and in the 
phrenzy of reformation, meditates an attack 
upon the whole body of the ſtate; like the Savage 
of Louiſiana, who would cut down the tree, the 
more readily to enrich himſelf with the fruit! 
In the catalogue of human crimes, this ſpecies 
of treaſon, which tends to ſubvert the harmo- 
ny and order of government, and to throw every 
thing into confuſion, for the very precarious 
chance of a better adminiſtration ; is the moſt 
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execrable, and loud ly calls not only r the 
chaſtiſement, but for the terrors of the law. 
Rudely to clea ve the boſom of ſociety, and with 
a wanton hand to ſtrew the noxious ſeeds 
of ſedition, and revolt over the ſoil which 
yielded a bounteous harveſt of loyalty, is to 
plunge into the deepeſt abyſs of infamy, to 
which the turpitude of the human heart can 
deſcend. For the credit of [ri/kmen—for the ho- 
nour of humanity, I am willing to ſuppoſe the 

number of ſuch miſcreants are but few : an af- 


fection for our native country, ſeems to be a 


principle implanted by the hand of nature. 
In all ages of the world, and under every kind 


of government, whether Kingly, Ariſtocratic, 
Democratic, or Republican, this laudable affec- 


tion has always had a prevailing influence on 
the conduct of mankind. By ſome nations it 
was cheriſhed with a degree of enthuſiaſm, lit- 


tle ſhort of adoration: it is a principle as ne- 


ceſſary for the well-being of governments, as 
our natural affections are for the preſervation 
of our offspring : there may be faults in both : 
the corrections of the parent ſhonld be gentle 
and judicious. Shall Iriſhmen then nurture in 
the boſom of their country, that monſter which 
would deſtroy. it ? Shall the eſtabliſhed cha- 
racter of our native iſlanders, in which gene- 
| Tofity i is blended with bravery, be rudely torn 
from the page of honour, where fame had long 
recorded 
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recorded it, and, ſtained by treaſon, be con- 
ſigned to infamy ? Let the late loyal exertions 
of the Country anſwer this. | 


E body of the people, which in the beſt 
ue governments muſt 'conſiſt of the un- 
informed, erecting a tribunal, and dragging to 
their bar, the Virtue, the Wiſdom, and the Pro- 
perty of a country, is indeed the worſt kind of 
deſpotiſm. Who would not tremble to meet 
a verdict founded in prejudice, and pronounced 
but to gratify revenge? A revolution, except 
when urged by circumſtances the moſt rare, and 
when promoted by leaders of the greateſt vir- 
tue, coolneſs, and ability, is the political px aTa 
of the ſtate——when effected by a foreign foe it 


1s nothing ſhort of its r 


The exereits of politieal ſpeculation, every 
man in this country claims as his birth right: 


hence that ſpirit of diſſatisfaction which crude 


theory alone produces. The mania of medita- 
tion, brooding over fancied evils, engenders a 
diſtorted figure of perfection. In this country, 
where ſpeculation had alſo began to produce 
diſaffected ſentiments, the approach of an hoſ- 


tile army, ſubſtituting real for imaginary calami- 


ties, afforded a radical cure for this aberration 
of mind. The wavering became fixed, and the 
thoughtleſs were awakened, Men now fly from 
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Words to Things they find that a diſplay of 


argumentative invention, muſt ſubmit to the 


more concluſive logic of the French predal 
ſyſtem. They who before doubted the chaſtity 
of the conſtitution, now plight to her their vows, 
and preſs her to their boſoms. They rally round 
the ſtandard of their injured country, and'in 
the language of a political prodigal they ſay to 
her: we have ſinned againſi” reaſon, © and before 
& hee, and are no more worthy to be called thy ſons, 
“ make us therefore as thy hired ſervants.” The arms 
of that indulgent parent are expanded to em- 


| brace them, and ſhe will give and receive the 


protection which it is their mutual intereſt to 


afford. 1 5 


Tur inexplicable inſolence of the French 
Directory, in its communications with Lord 
Malmſbury, is no longer unaccounted for. The 
meanneſs of its equi vocations, and its artful 


delays, if they before excited indignation, now 


demand contempt. Language is feeble and 
defective in deſcribing thoſe emotions of ſcorn 
which we feel: when the machinations of mean- 
neſs and cunning are expoſed and defeated. 
The acknowledged abilities of the Nobleman 
who was ſent to treat with the French Sirectory 


in a diplomatic capacity, inſpired the nation 


with a hope that his negociation would have 
been ſucceſsful; but the iſſue was pre- deter- 
mined, 


„% os 


mined, and the Ambaſſador of the firſt trading 
nation on earth was diſmiſſed with inſult! 
Who after this will” attempt the unworthy 
office? The flag of truce is ever ſacred; it 
breathes the effuſions of humanity : the ready 
balm to heal the wounds of nations. War, even 
amongſt the ferceft tribes, is affected to be la- 
mented as a neceſſary calamity, not madly 
waged as a ſyſtem of pillage. No policy 
ſhould ſhut the door to negociation!—An em- 
baſſy becomes ſacred to Humanity when its 
miſſion is Peace The inexorable ferocity of 
French republicaniſm alone, is proof againſt 
the calls of natural affections. The claims of 
Juſtice—the neceſſities of Policy—the wounds of 
Humanity were urged in vain, No! the plunder 
_ of Ireland was in view Again a Kingdom muſt 
bleed Already were the ſpoils divided in their 
midnight councils, amongſt the caverned ban- 
ditt.“ Away with negociation !” the work of 
death they hoped was already begun, and 


© THE GATES OF MERCY WERE CLOSED ON MANKIND.” 


Human pride can ſcarcely ſuffer deeper mor- 
tification than at the inſolent i1Ferference of a 
foe, who pretends to a knowledge of our ne- 
ceſſities, ſuperior to our own: who himſelf 
wanting home, food, raiment, and being the 
moſt debaſed of ſlaves, comes to our door to 
fx © on our acceptance the things we do not 
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want, and of which he does not poſſeſs the 
yeſtige of a ſhadow.—Are his treaſures his ?— 
Is his property ſecure ?—ls even his perſon free 
in his boaſted land of liberty ?—The converſe 
is the truth: his treaſures—his property, and; 


even his perſon are ſla ves to the bondage of a 
word—RtqvisITIon holds them all in fetters 
of adamant, and to his iron rod they are all 


ſubject. 


On my countrymen! (and Iglory in calling the 
far greater number of you ſo) beware of that 
painted *femblance of liberty, with which the 
French think to amuſe you: be jealous of their 
promiſes; ſuſpect the profeſſions of a friendſhip 


to which we have no right—they owe us no- 
thing—if we expect aught we ſhall be deceived. 


Look to the miſerable examples of their con- 


quered neighbours, and conſider what your 
own hopes can be. If by giving you liberty, 
they mean the liberty of plundering . your 


neighbour; of committing on the perſons of 


his wife and family every ſpecies of brutal 
outrage, or of gratifying your reſentments at 


the expence of his life, (could I ſuſpe& you to 


be influenced by ſuch baſe motives) you would 


be diſappointed. The inſatiate thirſt for plun- 


der of the Republican feyer, would afford you 


but a ſcanty ſhare of the booty. The revenge 


would likewiſe be all his own.—In the conſtant 
habit 


[13 5] 


habit of carrying rapine and deſolation with 
him, the predatory ruffian feels not the ſoft 
relations of huſband and wife—of parent or 
child; nor rank, nor ſex, nor age, would he re- 
gard—none ſhould go free—his creed, zqvatity, 
forbids it. — The labouring Inalbardian, 
whoſe unaſpiring humility never ranked him 
beneath the banners of party,—Shall he eſcape 
the general plunder ?—No!—his little ſtore, the 
| hard-earned acquirements of induſtry and fru- 
gality; the ſacred depoſit of a father for his 
children, ſhall be ra viſhed from his poſſeſſion 
unrelentingly ſnatched from the mouths of his 
famiſhing offspring, to ſwell the inſolence of 
the ruffian who claims it as his property, and 
as the wages of his conqueſt. This, and this 
only is the kind of T.iberty which French prin- 
ciples have eſtabliſhed, in the countries which 
they have conquered : they ſpurn at acquiring 
by induſtry, what they can ſo much more readily 
purchaſe with blood ! ; 


A free ſtate, riſing from the aſhes of conqueſt, 
is a political phoenix, fit only for the viſionary - 
ravings of French republicaniſm: it is a ſole- 
ciſm in language, and a nonentity in fact. — 
The rational world diſclaim any knowledge of 
a creature ſo incongruous, and formed from ſuch 
a contrariety of elements. Conqueſt 1s the very 
badge of ee If Ireland was really ſo poſ- 

9 1 | ſeſſed 


T1 1 1] 


ſeſſed with Republican fanaticiſm, that ſhe wiſn- 


ed to detach Herſelf from her- political con- 
nexion with England, why employ a foreign 
force to effect it ?—=Are not her ſons in arms, to 
the amount of many thouſands ? And do they 
not willingly ſupport that government, to which 
they are attached by the double tie of duty and 
inclination? By whom; or by what means does 
England then ſupport this alledged ſlavery in 
Ireland ?—By IXIs HEN] Of whom are our brave 
Militias compoſed ? Of IRIsEMEN Of whom 
our generous loyal Yeomanry, * who in the 


courſe of a few days embodied themſelves -to. 


the number of Tui x TY TrousanD ! comprehend- 
ing in their number the Yiſdm, Wealth, and 
Reſpectability of the Nation —IRIshurx every 
one! How little did the gaſconading Hoche 
know of the true character of the Iriſh, when 
he addreſſed his proclamation to the invading 
army; when he ſo confidently promiſed them 
the 


* 
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® The wiſdom of the Miniſter never appeared more conſpi- 
cuous, or exerted itſelf more fortunately, than in recommending 
this meaſure to the Iriſh nation. It is by no means of modern 
Inſtitution, a ſimilar plan was adopted by Cardinal Ximinies, 
Archbiſhop of Toledo, during his regency in Spain; who to 
deliver the crown from its dependance on the nobility, and the 
caprice of a ſtanding army, iſſued a proclamation, recommend- 
ing it to every city in Caſtile, to enroll a certain number of its 


inhabitants, in order that they might be trained to the uſe of arms 


on * and Hale. 
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1 
the co-operation of our countrymen.— Perhaps, 
miſled by a few rebellious ſpirits in the North, 
he pre-judged us to be a Nation of traitors—— 
he is undecei ved. Where are the millards 
(to uſe his own expreſſion) which, in the im- 
perative mood of prophecy, he declared would 


join his phalanx in this country ?—They either 
have more than human. caution to conceal - 


themſelves, or they never did exiſt. No, my 


countrymen! the baſeneſs of that libel you 


have hurled back on his devoted head, which 


he now ſinks in ſhame and conſeious diſap- 


pointment. 


Tur conduR of the Yeomanry in general 
through the Kingdom, on this momentous oc- 
caſion, gained the admiration and applauſe of 
every perſon who witneſſed it. The ſpirited 
exertions of the Corps of the city of Cork, par- 
ticularly, was a diſplay of the moſt animated 
heroiſm. On Friday, December the 22d. (the 
day on which the alarm became general through 
the city,”) the Yeomanry roſe in a maſs— 

Cavalry 
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The city this day preſented a ſcene of great confuſion— 


doubt and alarm were viſible in every countenance—the olangour 


of trumpets, and the rattling of drums aſſailed the ear in every 
ag ck: —Exprefſles from the Weſt followed each other in rapid 


and 
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Cavalry and Infantry flew to their arms not a 
man was miſſing from his poſt—the Waterford 
and Roſcommon Militias, who were then on gar- 
riſon duty, were ordered to march to meet the 
enemy—the Main, and other guards of the city 
were the next day occupied by the Yeomanry, 
who, though unuſed to the routine of military ] 
duty, acquitted themſelves with ane energetic 
correctneſs, which could only be produced by 
the inſpiration of principle—ſome hundreds of 
them until that day, had not even received their 
arms—their ardour and unanimity ſupplied the 
want of diſcipline—they were one Body, animated 
by one Saul; whoſe firſt effuſion was LovarTy ! 
The ſame diſpoſition ſeemed to prevail even to 
the lower orders of ſociety. _The city, though 
conſequently in a ſtate of alarm, ſhewed no ap- 
pearance of tumult, the middling order and 1o W- 
er ranks of the Nane who before ſtood aloof 
through 
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and alarming progreſſion; riding thtough the ſtreets at full ſpeed, 
and followed by a panting multitude who eagerly enquired of each 
other the news of the moment, Horſes, and all kinds of wheel 
1 carriages were preſſed to expedite the removal of the military 
1 eceequipage— no rumour, however abſurd, but obtained credit ſome 
j a who affected more coolneſs than others, ſeemed to di ſbelieve the 
H 3 report in ct, *twas a Liſbon fleet homeward bound—'twas the 
: Britiſh fleet from Gibralter,” in ſhort, it was any fleet but the 
French—nor could the appearance of a priſoner from Bantry, who 
EI Vias conducted through Cork ſome days after, overcome this ſtub- 
13 born and invincible ſcepticiſi. 


11 


through perſonal reſpe&, now flocked to the 
different Corps of Yeomanry ;, the augmenta- 
tions were hourly and numerous; the military 
duty became better underſtood, and he who 
but a few days before was an Armed Citizen, now 


appeared the Soldier of Honor, and the Protector of 
his Country! 


Tran this enterprize was not lightly taken 
up, its formidable and well concerted appoint- 
ments evince; and that it will not be lightly 
abandoned, we have every reaſon to apprehend, 
the very circumſtances which produced its 
defeat, (ſuch as no human power could guard 
againſt) may but ſerve to animate to future 
attempts,—Had it been poſſible for the fleets 
of England to have failed and. attacked the 
enemy in their ſtation, the overthrow which 
they muſt have experienced, and the derange- 
ment which the ſyſtem muſt neceflarily have 
_ ſuffered, might have been an earneſt of our fu- 
ture ſecurity ;—or if a ſufficient number of our 
troops had ſucceſsfully oppoſed them at their 
landing, and had ſucceeded in cutting off their 
retreat to their ſhipping; their defeat, and their 
ſubſequent diſappointment on finding the coun- 
try ſo univerſally well affected, might have 
given us ſome ground to hope that they would 
not ſpeedily venture on * an iron cogſi, inhabited 
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by a people fo bravely reſolute, and ſo loyalty 


inclined. But in the preſent poſture of affairs, 


the iſſue has never been tryed; no fleet ap- 
peared to oppoſe them, troops, we had com- 
paratively none,“ even to impreſs ſuch of the 
enemy's boats as approached the ſhore, with 
an idea of our ſtrength. 


No communication with the country (how- 
ever falſely it has been aſſerted to the contrary) 
Ever took place, by which they could form any 
judgment either of the number of its inhabi- 


tants, or the nature of their ſentiments. We 
have to lament that they are ignorant of this 


laſt circumſtance ; as it is to be feared nothing 
ſhort of perfonal communication will convince 


them, after General Hoche's artful proclama- 


tion, 
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on Saturday the 31ſt. of Diciinibur when two boats put 
off from the ſeventy-fours, which were Rationed near the iſland 


of Whiddy, each of which contained about fifty men in arms; 


the garriſon of Bantry (ſuppoſing they meant to attempt a 
landing) appeared under arms. The Infantry, commanded by 
Colonel Trench of the Galway Militia, did not exceed four 
hundred men; the Cavalry conſiſted of one or two troops of Light 
Horſe: the former drew up at FYoung's Point, the latter at Beach, 


the houſe of Simon White, Eſq. one mile Weſt of Bantry, Not 
one piece of ordinance was nearer to Bantry than fixteen miles; 


there were twa ſix-pounders in the town of Dunmanway. 
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tion, that an Iriſh peaſant* can be loyal. To 
ſtrengthen this opinion it ſhould be remembered 
that the Commander of the expedition, who. 
was looked up to as the very head and heart 
of the enterprize,. never vilited this coaſt; the 
Admiral who commanded, the fleet, never ar- 
_ rived at the place of deſtination; ſo that in 
fact, that part of the armament which reached 
the rendezvous, conſiſted of a Fleet without an 
Admiral, and an Army without a General 


Tuus the ſyſtem ſuffered preſent diſappoint- 
ment, not total defeat; the invading principle 
holds out too many inducements to thoſe free- 
booters, to be lightly abandoned; the prompt 
payment of plunder, is to them a more lucra- 
tive branch of Republican commerce, than the 
cold exchange of Mandates, and Aſſignats.— 
Theſe fraternizing robbers have too often gorg- 
ed themſelves at the banquets of rapine,—too 
frequently ſwilled intoxicating draughts of out- 
rage and cr ruelty to let any victim eſcape, un- 

e 15 attempted 
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* Much praiſe is due to Mr. O'Sullivan of Coulaugh, for his 
activity in taking a French officer,” who, with his boats crew were 
driven on Bere Iſland he was aſſiſted and actively ſupported by 
the peaſantry of the country, by whom the officer and his crew 
were firſt diſcovered. He was immediately eſcorted to Dublin, 
and has fince been ſent to England; he belonged to the Le Reſoluc, 
and was taken on the 26th of December,—See the Journal. © 
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attempted to drag him to the 2 of their ava-' 
rice, and ſacrifice him at their ternal, and 


intemperate Orgics, 


IT is true that if they ſaw no reaſon for ſup- 
poſing us prepared to meet them at landing 


with adequate force, circumſtances were alſo 


wanting to induce them to ſuppoſe that the 
Peaſantry, as they believed, or at leaſt affected 
to believe, would riſe to favour their deſigns.“ 


Not a man ſhewed the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to 
their fraternity, nor did any boats venture (one 


excepted) through the hope of gain, to furniſh 
them with proviſion. This might lead them 


to doubt the authenticity of their treaſonable 


encouragers, though-it by no means amounted | 


to an abfolute proof of miſrepreſentation. 


In the bs of defence which had been pro- 


poſed and agreed to in the Councils öf War, 
there appears to have been a divided opinion. 
One of the Generals was for attacking the ene- 
my in the firſt inſtance of their landing, while 
the greater number were for deſtroying the 
town 


® The officer and his party who were made priſoners by Mr. 


O Sullivan s men, expreſſed much ſurpriſe at fo unfriendly "Ip 
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town of Bantry, and retreating to the bridge of 
Drumaleague, a diſtance of ſeven miles, where 


the ſituation of the ground formed a paſs, that | 


migen have been ſucceſsfully CI. 


As this EPR; ſeems to have been contrary 
to the public opinion and wiſhes, it may not 


be improper to ſtate fome of the reaſons: which 


appeared the moſt prevailing in favor of the 
attack being commenced at the ſhore;—and in 
venturing opinions on this ſubject, particular 
_ reſpect ſhould be paid to the deciſions of Men, 
who are ſuppoſed, by education and habit, to 
have founded their knowledge in experience; 

with all due deference to thoſe advantages, the 
appeal is made to reaſon and common ſenſe, 


which claim an undiſputed right to the free 


and fair exerciſe of judgment. In caſes of this 
nature where a diſparity of 1k1ll is ſo apparent, 
we are particularly called upon to judge with 
modeſty, and cautiouſly to guard againſt the de- 
ceptions of ſelf-opinion. The ſituation of Ban- 
try may perhaps, when explained, aſſiſt the 


= Judgment | in W on the ſubject. 


Bax Rx is an inconſiderable town, ſtanding 
at the bottom of a ſmall inlet which runs from the 
Bay of that name; the neareſt diſtance of which 
to the town, is ſomething ſhort of a quarter of 
a mile. Leading * from the town, eaſt- 
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ward, are two roads, that to the left leads to 2 


town of Macroom, diftant from Bantry twenty- 


three miles, the other to the right goes directly 


to Drumaleague bridge, Dunmanway, and Ban- 


don. As you advance on this laſt, about 


2 mile from the town, a third road croſſes the 
mountain, to the right, which leads to Skibbe- 


i 


reen, from Bantry thirteen miles diſtant, 


Ir thus appears there are three diſtinct paſſes 
by which an army might march into the inte- 


rior, all of which are over roads ſufficiently 
firm to admit the removal of artillery, or any 


kind of warlike ſtores. At the time that the 


French fleet were at anchor in the Bay, there 
could not have been more than 4oo troops in the 


town of Bantry, 150 in Drumaleague, and about 


1200 in the town of Dunmanway, between which 
place and Bantry, half way, the intended ſtand 
was to have been made. This ſmall army, 
when collected, might amount to eighteen hun- 
dred men. Allowing this force to be very ina- 


dequate to the deſperate nature of the fervice 


for which it was intended, and that it was aug- 


_ mented by the troops in the towns of Bandon 


and Cloghnakilty, both of which places were 
near twenty miles from Drumaleague bridge, 


the entire force then would not amount to more 


than 4000 men, of which about 800 were Ca- 
valry, Allowing this make of troops col- 
+ Jected, 
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lected, and that they arrived at the diſputed 
bridge in time to make the neceſſary diſpoſi- 
tions to oppoſe the progreſs of the enemy's 
march; they muſt have laboured under a diſ- 
advantage which, in the opinion of ſome mi- 
litary men, muſt have rendered their defeat 
certain and deciſſive it was no leſs than (al- 
moſt) the total want of cannon. The only or- 
dinance the troops could have brought to the 
ground, were two inconſiderable ſix pounders, 


and which were never removed from the town 
of Dunmanway. 


To any perſon who has heard of the move- 
ments of an army it is unneceſſary to remark, 
that they generally march by grand diviſions, 
or columns, as well for the purpoſe of extend- 
ing their force, as for the more ready accommo- 
dation of the troops. That this would have 
been the policy of the French had they landed, 
it is preſumed no perſon will deny. The ad van- 
tage of having three good roads, all leading to 
the capital of the county, and nearly equi-diſ- 
tant from it,“ was too great an advantage to 


be neglected by an enemy who wiſhed to eſta- 


bliſh a footing in the Country, and to diſſemi- 
8 nate 


1 1 1 


Cork from Buunky⸗ by Skibbereen, is diſtant 48 miles, Iriſh. 
S cc + < „ by Macroom, . . . 46 ditto. 
Ditto . + by Dunmanway . . . - 42 ditto, 
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nate their principles over as large a tract as 


they could occupy:—In this order of march, 


their right flank was rendered ſecure by the 


ſea, and their left ſheltered by the lofty moun- 


tains: of Kerry. The entrance to thoſe three 
roads was free, and undiſputed.— By the time 
they had effected a landing, either totally, or 
in part, not a ſoldier of ours would have been 
within ſeven miles of them. And if we could 


ſuppoſe ſo miraculous an interpoſition of good 


fortune to happen, that our ſmall. army at 
Drumaleague, with only two ſix pounders, 


were able to defend the paſs, and drive the 


centre column of the French back towards 


Bantry, (a circumſtance next to impoſſible]) 


was not our ſmall army flanked both on the 


right and left by the columns of the enemy, 


which occupied the roads to Macroom, and 
Skibbereen : ?* In both of which towns, the num- 


- ber 


—_ 


*The ſupplies which an n army nd on either of theſe 
roads, would be inconſiderable, if we except the article of pota- 
toes. 'The grounds, which are extremely rugged, are paſtured by 
cattle of a ſmall fize, and commonly very poor; on approaching 
Bandon the country improves, and affords good quantities of grain; 
but a large army, even there, would find ſubſiſtence very diſh- 
cult. The French poſſibly came prepared for the worſt, and it is 

laid that their ſhips were well ſtored with proviſions; it is how- 
ever, more reaſonable to think that they depended much on ſup- 
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ber of troops were too inconſiderable, to ven- 


ture an engagement with ſuch a vaſt ſupe- 


riority of numbers. Might not theſe decided 
advantages, in favour of a powerful enemy, 


have been at leaſt diſputed on the Beach of 


Bantry Bay, or if, under the protection of the 
ſhips of war the French effected a landing, 
might not ſome other plan of oppoſition have 
been adopted before their troops were mar- 
ſhaled; while they were drooping with the 
hardſhips they had undergone, and labouring 
under the dreadful nauſea of ſea-ſickneſs, and 
the loathſome ſtench of their over -crowed 
ane oh 
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plies to be obtained here. Thoſe who expected to find men to 


uſe their ſpare arms, as well as horſes on which to place their ſad- 


dles, might very well hope to obtain proviſions ſrom the hoſpi- 


tality of the inhabitants, which e Hoche ſo 1 
deſcribes. 


one of the French officers who was brought into Kinſale, 


declared the ſickneſs which prevailed among the troops, in conſe. 
quence of their cloſe confinement, and the bad weather they had 
encountered on the paſſage, was ſo violent, that he did not think they 
could have acted for ſeveral hours after their landing. Part of 
a French regiment (the 12th Dragoons) were on board the veſſel ' 
which was brought in here; they were a remarkable fine ſet of 


men; they took the precaution to bring ſaddles and bridles with 


205 but expected to have been ſupplied with horſes hors. 
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. Tazse ' queſtions, however, are ſubmitted 
with the greateſt deference to the judgment of 


the Generals who thought differently: no 
doubt very weighty and ſufficient reaſons. in- 


fluenced them to a contrary opinion. 


The General who inſpected the roads about 
Bantry, — and who to unwearied aſſiduity 
in collecting the moſt correct information, 
Joined the moſt petſpicuous knowledge of the 
ſubject; * was in full poſleſſion: of the dif- 
ferent paſſes—the ſeveral approaches to: the 


town, and the nature of the ſoil, conſequently 


the produce and ſupplies of the adjacent coun- 
try. Theſe circumſtances no doubt. were duly 
conſidered, and it is preſumable held forth 
ſufficient reaſons for the ſubſequent determina- 


tion. Whatever the motives were which i in- 
clined the Commander in Chief, and the Gene- 


rals, to allow the enemy to land, had they at- 
tempted it, are I fancy at preſent but little 
known; but I underſtand it is pretty well aſcer- 
tained, that it was ultimately determined Cork 
165 the County ſhould be Abandoned for the 
preſent, 


The gentleman here alluded to is, Brigadier General Coote, 
who to the moſt graceful ſuavity of manners, unites a quickneſs 
of perception, and a firmneſs in action which conſtitutes in the 


ſame perſon, the N TLIMAN, and the S0LDIER, He ſeemed 


perfectly aware of the French viſit to our coaſt, the * of 23 
November, which day he viſited Bantry. 
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preſent, and the coup de nain was to have been 
attempted ſomewhere about Black- water. 
This might have been ſucceſsful, but it was 
hazarding too much. At all events it would 
be difficult to perſuade men who underſtand 


the commercial intereſt of this Kingdom, that 


the policy was good, which would tamely ſur- 
render ſo great and ſo opulent a city as Cork, 


and particularly at a time when it abounded 


with proviſions of all kinds, to a prodigious 
amount. Poſſibly the utmoſt aim of the ene- 
my aſpired no further than its attainment, the 
entire -conqueſt of this iſland; even to the ſan - 
guine and ſanguinary views of Republican 
fanaticiſm muſt have appeared an almoſt hope · 
leſs pròject. The poſſeſſion of this county 
and its Capital might have ſufficiently an- 
ſwered all the ends of their ambition. A few. 
days of undiſputed progreſs would not only: 


ha ve given them the city and all its immenſe; 


ſtores, but what would to them have been, per- 
haps, of ſtill more importance, its harbour alſo; 
to which their fleet would no doubt have im- 
mediately repaired, and from which it is eaſy 
to ſee no force could diſlodge them as long as 
their troops were maſters of the ſhore. In caſe 
of their firm eſtabliſminent here, reinforcements 
would rapidly follow, and though all ſhould. 
not eſcape the vigilance of our fleets, fufficient 
mums Ig arrive, efpecially, when ſo ex- 
9 en, D2 | excellent, 
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cellent a harbour was ſecured, to make the re- 
conqueſt of the country a moſt arduous under- 
taking. Hitherto this ſtatement ſuppoſes no 
other ill conſequences than ſuch as would ariſe 
ſimply from the' enemy getting poſſeſſion of 
Cork. The mind of the intelligent reader will 


not fail to ſuggeſt a variety of evils, ſome of 


which, moſt probably, and others moſt indubi- 
tably, would accompany that calamity. How 
favorable a moment would that be for the diſ- 
affected inhabitants of the Nor thern counties to 
practice thoſe rebellious deſigns, the ſymptoms 
of which are, even now, with difficulty ſup- 


preſſed. It is to be hoped and believed their 


numbers are highly over- rated; but in an event 
of that nature, all the miſchievous, and many 
of the wavering would join them, and an in- 
conſiderable force, would become formidable 
from its ſituation.— Even in the county of 
Cork, where the people, to a man, were united 
againſt the invader, what would have been the 


neceſſary and inevitable conſequence? The peo- 


ple (and here it is not meant the lower deſcrip- 
tion only) deſerted by their proper guardians, 
and incapable of reſiſtance, muſt not only have 
ſubmitted to the enemy, but muſt alſo, in their 
own defence, have courted his fa vor, and ſup- 
plied him with all the neceſſaries, and even ac- 
commodations in their power. The conſequence 


of this would, in all probability, be what they 
have 
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have all along aimed at, 4 peace on their own terms, 
with the mortifying addition of having ruined, 


at leaſt for many years, the greateſt ae 
in the Kingdom. 


"dow ST people therefore heard with aſtoniſh- 
ment, not unmixed with regret, the puſillani- 
mous ſcheme of abandoning the county. Small 


as our force was, the good diſpoſition of the 


people, the ardour and alacrity of the troops, 
and what was. peculiarly fortunate, the face of 
the country afforded, by its natural formation, 
abundant means of oppoſition, Though, per- 
haps, unable to cope with them on a plain, we 
might haraſs and retard their march :—every 
field afforded a bulwark, every hill and valley 
(of which the county is wholly compoſed) 


offered fayourable opportunities of attack 


delay muſt have been their deſtruction, for the 
whole county between Cork and Bantry would 
have been inſufficient for their ſubſiſtence even 
during a ſhort period. ——The.-practicability of 
this oppoſition is, it muſt be confeſſed, mere 
matter of opinion, for happily we were not 
put to the teſt. Enough however is known to 
ſhew that it is not prudent to truſt to external 
defence alone, as our; fleets, however vigilant, 
may be eluded.; I truſt we ſhall never hereafter 
want internal ſtrength ſufficient to baffle any 
ſimilar project. A 1 eſtabliſhment of 
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twelve or fourteen ſhips of the line, with a 
dock-yard in the harbour of Cork, appears to 
many an excellent ſcheme, and the ſituation 
is highly favorable for many material purpo- 

| ſes, as well as a defence againſt invaſion, for 
Wen it ſeems admirably: calculated. 


SunjomeD is à copy of the dictation bf 
General Hoche, one of which was on board 
each ſhip of the fleet: it is a compoſition of ſo 
curious a nature, that a few comments on it 
may not be unacceptable.—That ſome hot- 
headed Northern reformiſt might have given 
encouragement to invaſion, is not only proba- 
ble, but as there is reaſon to believe an aſcer- 
tained fact. That on the ſtrength of ſuch in- 
vitation, the Directory and their General could 
ſuppoſe the Iriſh Nation to conſiſt of what he 
calls © excellent Republicans,” is an abſurdity 
too-groſs for even the hotteſt hour of French 
enthuſiaſm to credit. They muſt have known 
(for public papers circulate freely through 
Europe) that the Iriſh malcontents were very 

inconſiderable in number, and that their ob- 
jet was not Republicaniſm. The higheſt +. 
flight of diſſention, (and it has been far higher 
than at preſent) ventured not in proſeſſion at 
leaſt to point at revolution. The adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice was regular=-the government 
vigorous, and the bulk of the people amenable 
| and 
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and happy; on what ground he could call a 
Nation thus circumſtanced, indiſſolubly conne&- 
ed with England, and chearfully ſupplying her 
with aid and accommodation, the friend of 


the French government,“ a reaſonable man can- 


not well concei ve, but it may be very reconcile- 
able to French logic. Thoſe who like the Bear hug 
their friends to death, whoſe conqueſt is extermina- 
tion, and whoſe fraternity is plunder, may con- 
ſiſtently enough, invert the order of language, 
as well as every other ſyſtem. , Generous: and 


patriotic as they have been in giving liberty 


and happineſs to their own country, we can 
hardly ſuppoſe them ſo truly difintereſted, as 
to ſet out for Ireland at an enormous expence, 
and a moſt dangerous riſque, for the ſole pur- 
Poſe of giving us a conſtitution we did not 


want, and freedom we did not require. I am” 
afraid a benevolence of ſo exalted a nature, is 


beyond the aſpiring even of Gallic virtue. 
The general character to of the perſons who 
were ſelected for the expedition, ſeems rather 
unfayourable to the General's lofty. profeſſions. 
If they are not miſrepreſented, they conſiſted 
of the moſt deſperate ruffians, ſupplied from 
the goals and the gallies, and in general of a 

fraternity not much to be deſired. With thoſe, 

no doubt, his recommendation of kindneſs and 
mercy would have great weight; their fraternal 
kindneſs would have appeared in their brotherly 
regard 


2 * 2 5 
ot — 3 
- E WS 1 TO” ITY S I 
ets "ae GS a4 + 3 n * ä 2 4 
2 * 2 T 1222 7 2 was - ” r 5 5 1 
os 4h, 2 os 8 "= IONS. rn Mac x - ls. ad wh 41 — - oy — -* 
. » 6 a” * * 1 2 A i= 12 ge” - 
. — _— RS 24 2 A 
SEES SLRS Ln a FS ESE, 


8 89 
aged eerie Ho 
322 


— hone 
4 * 


A” It 
1 


me a, 
255+ nt 


ö — 1 — N RY 
- - * x” 
4 2 MS el Wm. —— 
3 ͤ ² w anne ning” nan, Rn: 
Ste: oo Eur 000 5 


——ů— 


ö * wrt 2 l 
222 00 
Ar : . 1 > : — 2 


OE ˖ —— 2 


much better accommodations. 
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regard——for our poſſeſſions, and their mercy 


might have ſpared us every thing uin they 


did not want themſelves, We are certainly under 


much obligation to the General, for his flatter- 
ing opinion of our hoſpitable diſpoſitions, as 
well as his ſtrong and fincere injunctions of ami- 
cable treatment; but as the former might be 


expenſive to us, and the latter, perhaps, not 


very religiouſly obſerved by his reſpectable com- 


Panions, we earneſtly hope that neither may be 
put to the trial. 


As he ſeems determined to pay a vifit to Lon- 
don, and take a dinner with Mr. Pitt, we wiſh 
to remind him that there is a ſhorter road, with 
The way 
through Ireland is very circuitous ;—Laurels 
and Glory are mighty pretty things to talk of, 
but as his generous forbearance has not promiſ- 
ed himſelf any other acquiſition in this coun- 


try, he may find it prudent to giye up the chaſe, 
and look for more ſubſtantial attainments elſe- 
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Fri ER de vous avoir - fait \ vaincre en ptuſicurs 
occaſions, Tai obtenu du Gouvernement la per- 
miſſion de vous conduire 4 de nouveaux ſucces. 
Vous commander, c'eſt ètre aſſurè du triomphe. 
Jaloux de rendre à la liberté un peuple digne 
delle, et mfir pour une revolution, le Directoire 
nous envoye en Irlande, 4 Veffet d'y faciliter 
la revolution que d'excellents rEpublicains vi- b 
ennent dy entreprendre. Il ſera beau pour nous, | 
| 1 aui 
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qui avons vaincu Jes ſatellites des Rois armes 


contre la Republique, de briſer les fers d'une 
nation amie, de lui aider a recouvrer ſes droits 
ufurpes par Podieux Gouvernment Anglais. 


vous mon blierez Jiindis, bra ves & fidelles 


compagnons, que le peuple, chez lequel nous. 


allons, eſt Pami de notre patrie, que nous\devons 
le traiter comme tel, et non comme un pruyls 
conquis. | : 


Ex arrivant en Irlande, vous trouverez Phoſ- 
pitalité, la fraternité; bientôt des milliers de 
ſes habitans viendront groſſir nos phalanges. 
Gardons nous donc bien de Jamais traiter aucuns 
d'eux en ennemis. Ainſi que nous, ils ont a ſe 


venger des perfides Anglais, ces derniers ſont . 


les ſeuls dont nous ayons a tirer une vengeance 
Eclatante. Croyez que les Irlandois ne ſoupirent 
pas moins que vous après le moment ön, de 
concert, nous irons a Londres rappeller, a Pitt 
et a ſes amis, ce qu'ils ont fait contre notre 
liberté. Par amitié, par devoir, et pour Fhon- 
neur du nom Francais, vous reſpecterez les-per- 


ſonnes Et les propriẽtẽs du pays où nous allons. 


Si par des efforts conſtans, Ie pour vois 4 vos 


beſoins, ecroyez que, aux de conſer ver la 


Feputation de Varmee que Jai Thonneur de 


commander, je punirai ſeverement quiconque 
sẽcartera de ce qu il doit 4 ſon * pays. Les 


lauriers 


£@ ra ee 


. 5 
lauriers et la Gloire ſeront le partage du ſoldat 
rEpublicains, la mort ſera le prix du viol et 
du pillage. Vous me connoiſſez aſſez pour 
croire que, pour la premiere fois, jene manque- 
rai pas 4 ma parole. Tai di vous prevenir, 
ſachez vous en rappeller. 


LE GENERAL. 
L. HO CHE. 
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OF THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE 
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FREN CH FLEET, 


IN 


B AN TNT B T 


Thurftay, December 22, 1 _k 


TH IS day RichARD WRITE,“ Eſq. of Seafield 
Park, near Bantry, received twoathdavits, made 
before the Rev. John Beamiſh, of Beerhaven, 
and Mr. O'Sullivan, of Colaugh, by ſome fiſher- 


men 


8 . 2 


<< 


— 


„The writer of this pamphlet cannot paſs by this gentleman's 


name, without declaring he conſiders the honor he has in his ac- 


quaintance, and the pleaſure he has received in his ſociety, among 
the moſt eſtimable events of his life. Untouched by ambition 


(except 
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men who paſſed near a fleet, whieh were turn- 
ing up at the N. W. extremity of the Bay, and 
from the manner they wererigged, and the form 


of their build, they were poſitive that the ſhips _ 


were French, and of conſiderable force. — A 
ſimilar information from the Surveyor of Beer- 
haven was ſent to Mr. White, who directly 


called together the Corp of Yeomanry under 


his command, and made the neceſſary arrange- 


ments for eſtabliſhing a chain of out-poſts along 


the mountains down to Sheephead, the S. W. 
extremity of Bantry Bay, diſtant from his houſe 
twenty-two miles. Bantry Bay though it is 
laid down in Charts about N. E. and S. W. is 


by 


* 7 f — 


(except that of being Great as he is Good) he dedicates a noble 
fortune, and an aCtive youth, in the remote part of the kingdom 


were he lives, to the happineſs of a numerous and reſpectable 


tenantry, who look up to him as their Protefor and their Friend 
His houſe (which may indeed be called the Cafthe of Hoſpitality ) 
is beautifully ſituated on the fide of the Bay, a ſhort diſtance from 
the town of Bantry. During the continuance of the French fleet 
in the Bay, this was the head-quarters of the Generals, and the 
Field Officers. To thoſe who know him I need not ſay a word; 
the flattering teſtimonies which they have borne, ſpeak infinitely 
leſs than the private friendſhips which he has conciliated. The 
conſciouſneſs of having ſerved his King, as a good ſubject, and 
having diſcharged his duty to his country, in the hour of peril, 
muſt, to a mind like his, be ſubject of the higheſt exultation.— 
A ſervant of his brought the firſt diſpatch to General Dalrymple, 
in Cork, of the arrival of the French, on the night of Thurſday, 
December 22, who was but four hours going 42 miles, Iriſh, on a 


finghe horſe. 


of £ 
and AY and Awol > OA ond ol. 


oe 


N 


E 


by the | Weſtwardly variation ſituated E. by N. 
and W. by S. A diſpatel was ſent off to Ge- 


neral Dalrymple, in Cork, with the informa- 
tion Wind E. N. E. 


Friday, December 23. 
Tris morning the French fleet were plainly 
ſeen, riding at anchor acroſs the Bay, from the 
point of Beer-Iſland, to the peninſula of Sheep- 
head.— There were very diſtinctly reckoned 
Eighteen large ſhips at anchor; with glaſſes a 


double row of ports were ſeen in ſeveral: no 


flag or colour of any kind was perceivable. 
The alarm in the country was great, and 
ſuch females as could get conveyance this day 
left Bantry :=ſome found an aſſylum in Ban- 
don or Cork—the greater number took refuge 
in the mountains of Kerry. On this day all 
the troops in Cork were under marching orders, 
and the roads leading to the weſt covered with 
the military equipage. The diſpatches were 
conveyed to and from Cork, and forwarded 
towards Dublin, with an expedition almoſt in- 
conceivable, by the Gentlemen of the Bantry, 
Bandon and Cork Yeomen Cavalry ; they ſel- 
dom went at a leſs rate than Ten Miles an hour, 
(upwards of 124 Miles Engliſh) and often at a 
greater. —— Wind E. N, E. i 


Saturday, 
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Saturday, December 24. 

Tuis morning the whole fleet got under 
weigh, and were plainly diſcovered tacking 
and working up the Bay; the wind was then 
ns N. E. conſequently it blew almoſt directly 
inſt them; this circumſtance, though it 
1. d moſt conſiderably retard their progreſs, 
would by no means prevent them from ulti- 
mately attaining any ſituation they wiſhed to 
gain. —Bantry Bay to the eaſtward of Beer- 
Iſland, is at leaſt two leagues wide, the oblique 


line which traverſe failing deſcribes of that 


length, (as the ſhore is remarkably bold on either 
hand) would certainly bring veſſels either up or 
down the Bay with any wind, provided it did not 
Blot a hard gale, and to this laſt circumſtance on- 
ly was it owing, that the enemy's ſhips were 
not moored off the Iſland of Whiddy. As it was, 
the fleet proceeded about two leagues, and even- 


ing coming on they brought up, or in other 
words, they caſt anchor in a line directly acroſs 
the Bay. The country people on the adjacent 

hills could plainly diſcern the lights on board 
the ſhips this night. —Mr. White, whom I have 
before mentioned, was the perſon towhom every 


ſpecies of information was directed: — the 
Country people aſſembled in ſmall parties, and 
kept conſtant watch on the hills and eminences 
for ſeveral miles round, and to his houſe every 

circumſtance, 
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circumſtance, however trivial, was conveyed 


by OR , 


DuzING 5 this alarm, the non-appearance of any 
veffels which could be accounted tranſports, in 
ſome meaſure quieted the fears.of the country. 
Notwithſtanding the affidavits of the fiſhermen 
who firſt diſcovered the fleet, and ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances tending to confirm their opinion, 
the fact was ſtill a matter of doubt, many con- 
tinued obſtinate in believing them to be Engliſn, 
though the generality were ſatisfied that they 
were French ;—at all events it was determined 


to board them the Cockſwain and Crew of 


Mr. White's pinnace, volunteered it on this ad- 
venturous ſervice, and a letter was written to 


the commanding officer on board of fuch ſhip 
as the boat might run along fide of, acquainting 


him, that à general alarm had prevailed from their firſt 
appearance on the coaſt, and that in conſequence, as Go- 
vernment had been immediately apprized of it, all the troops 
in the country were then on the march, the mconvenience of 


which might be prevented if an Officer of any /hip of the 
fleet would direttly come on fliwe,, and bring ſuch teſtimo-' 
nials as would prove they were friends, but that a filence 


40 that Note would: be confidered as a ſufficient cauſe 10 
believe they were enemies. The pinnace manned. 
with ten boatmen, to the principal of whom 
this paper was committed, proceeded towards 
the fleet, but neither pinnace nor crew re- 
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turned. The detention of Mr. White's boat and 


crew, was an argument of their hoſtility, that 


could not well be queſtioned, but every ſhadow 
of doubt was removed, when a diſpatch arrived 


at Mr. White's from the country about Beer- 


haven, which brought information that a fleet 


of tranſports, thirty whereof were diſtinctly 
numbered, were then off the Durſey Iſlands, 


(a little to the N. Weſtward of the entrance to 
Bantry Bay) and endeavouring to beat up.— 


Every fond hope of their being friends was at an 
end, and the dreadful certainty was eſtabliſhed. 


Sunday, December 25. 
Tur fleet this morning appeared at their for- 
mer ſtation, where they had anchored the after- 


noon of yeſterday :—=no movements were at- 


tempted by which it was ſuppoſed they in- 


tended to advance for the preſent. This morn- 
ing a gale of wind with ſome light ſnow ſet in 


from the N. N. E. and continued all day with 
encreaſing violence: the ſky was overcaſt, and 
the ſurrounding mountains, which even in ſum- 


mer preſent a moſt dreary proſpect, could hold 


out but little encouragement to the hopes of 
Republicans, whoſe paſſion for reformation is not 
very violently excited by barrenneſs.— On 
the evening of this day the fleet could not be 
ſeen :—a violent gale ſet in at eleven this night 
from the S. E. 


Monday, 
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Monday, December 26. 


Tun gale of wind which commenced yeſter- 
day, if poſſible, was more violent to day, blow- 


ing froin the S. E. —but the rudeſt blaſt of the 


element, was as the muſic of the ſpheres to the 
inhabitants about Bantry :—the fleet was ſtill 


_ obſcured——the rain and haze very thick. 


The commander in chief, General Dalrymple, 

along with Brigadier General Coote, arrived 
from Cork yeſterday, and arpointed Seafield 
houſe (Mr. White's) their head quarters :—ſeve- 
ral Field Officers were likewiſe there :—a troop 
of light Dragoons were quartered in his ſtables, 
This night, at nine o'clock, Mr. O'Sullivan ar- 
rived at Seafield, from Beer-haven, and brought 
with him (priſoner) a French Naval Officer, 
who, with his boat's crew, were driven on ſhore 
on Beer-iſland in going from his own ſhip to 


another to procure afliſtance, having ſuffered 


material injury from a ſeventy-four who run 
foul of his veſſel (La Reſolue) on the twent y- 
ſecond of this month.—On his examination be- 
fore the Generals, &c. he appeared perfectly 
compoſed——he ſpoke with caution, and gave 


but little information :—on the general ſubject, 
.he declared that Bantry Bay was the original 


deſtination of the fleet ;—that the expedition 
was remarkably well planned, and conducted 
by Officers of the firſt abilities: that their 
deſcent on Ireland was meant not to conquer 
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| the people but to ſet them free :—and that he 


entertained no doubt (doubting does not, indeed, 
ſeem to be the foible of his nation) that the 
country would be in the hands of the French 
in the courſe of a week. After getting neceſ- 


ſary refreſhment he, along with Captain Gor- 


don, proceeded on the road to Cork, from 
whence he was eſcorted by the ſame Gentle- 
man to Dublin. On his examination in Cork, 
before General Stewart, he perſiſted in the ſame 
reſerved conduct :—his anſwers were guarded, 


and equivocal, and no information of conſe- 


quence could be collected from his replies. 


Tur houſes of the town of Bantry were oc- 
cupied by the troops ;—that of Mr. Hamilton 
White, was converted into a barrack for the 
Infantry —the ſeat of Mr. Simon White, at 


Beach, was the barrack for the Cavalry.——The 
weather continued tempeſtuous. I S. E. 


+ 


Tueſday, December 75 


Ar intervals this day, the fleet were diſco- 
vered riding at anchor in their former ſitua- 
tion: —it was ſuppoſed, though it could not be 
aſcertained, that they muſt have ſuffered ma- 


terially in the hard gales of Sunday and Mon- 


day. This evening the wind came round to 
S. S. E. and blew with the utmoſt violence. 
Mr. White had brought his out-poſts. to ſuch 


perfection, 


.ͤ 21 ] 
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perfection, that on each ſide of the Bay, he had © 
parties ſtationed at regular diſtances, by which 
he received information along a line ef twenty- 
two miles in length. It ſhould be remarked, 
the fleet of Tranſports ſeen on the 'twenty- ' 
fourth, never worked into the Bay, nor were 

they ever after ſeen on the coaſt. The violent 
alarm produced by the firſt appearance of the 
fleet, now wore conſiderably away, and the 


people patiently. waited the reſult, with firm- 
neſs and reſignation. Wind S. J E. 


| | Wedneſday, December 28. 
Tux ſoutherly wind which prevailed yeſter- 
day, had driven the fleet compleatly out of the 
Bay during the night, and this morning, not a 
ſhip was to be ſeen, Advices to the ſame purport 
arrived at Seafield this day, intimating that there 
was not the ſmalleſt appearance of any ſhip, or 
veſſel, from the high-lands about Beer-haven, 
or Glangariff. The general belief that now pre- 
vailed was, that they muſt have cut their cables 
in the night, and that they were forced to ſeek 
ſecurity in flight. This was a day of general 
congratulation; however, no duty, either by 
the military, or the peaſantry, was remitted, 
between whom, from the firſt alarm, the moſt 
cordial friendſhip and co-operation exifted.——— 
This night the wind ſhifted to S. S. W. and be- 
came more moderate. 


'E hurſday, 
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Thurſday, December 29. 
Tux anxiety of the country people for the arri- 
val of this morning, drew great numbers of them 
to the adjacent hills, from the higheſt of which 


not a ſingle ſhip was to be ſeen. The reſtleſs 


element, which but a few hours before had borne 


on its boſom the enemies of Ireland, now ſeem- 
ed in gentle undulations to'kiſs thoſe hoſpitable. 


ſhores, its indignant violence had preſerved.— 


The thickneſs of the atmoſphere prevented any 


certain knowledge of the ſituation of the fleet, — 
ſecurity exiſted more in Hope than in Confidence — 


Every wiſh was breathed for, and every mind 


was turned to the arrival of the Britth fleet, to 
compleat an overthrow, which Providence had 
begun. The Wind blowing ſtrong at S. W. 


Friday, December 30. 
THis day was attended with thick weather, 
and about noon all the former alarms of the in- 
habitants returned, on hearing a cannonading 


which ſeemed to proceed from Beer-haven — 


at firſt *twas hoped to be the Engliſh fleet which 
had come up, and were engaging ſome part of 
the French :—in a ſhort time a lugger appeared 


ſtanding towards Bantry, ſhe was immediately 


known to be French :—the viſion of ſecurity 
was at an end, and all the former inquietude 
returned to the minds of the people of Bantry : 

| —the 
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— the 3 caſt anchor on the North ſide of 
the Iſland of e * 


Azour two © clock, two ſhips were obſerved 


ſtanding up the Bay, the wind was then blow- 

ing ſtrong at S. W.—they were merchantmen ;— 
one an American (the Beaver of Charles-Town) 
the other (the Siſter of Liverpbol) a Guinea 


trader outward bound. The firing which had 
been heard in the morning, was at theſe two veſſels | 
from ſome French ſhips of war, four of which 


now appeared in the offing in purſuit of them. 
—As the merchantmen paſſed the lugger they 
were likewiſe very roughly ſaluted, the Ameri- 
can dropped anchor near the town of Bantry: 
the Generals ſent for the Maſter, and had him on 
ſhore, the information he gave was to this effect, 
that he had met bad weather at ſea, and was ſeeking ſhelter 
in the Bay :—om his entrance, ſaw what he cunceived to be 
frigates, they were two ſeventy-fours, who fired at him and 
his companion, the Guinea man, to. bring them to, but know- 
ing themſelves out of gun-ſhot they kept on their eourſe. 
By this time two ſeventy-fours, and two frigates 
had come to anchor oppoſite to the middle of 
Whiddy, onthe North ſide: — their ſituation was 


ſo cloſe to the main land, that their movements 
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* This beautiful Iſland, the property of Richard White, Eſq. 
is about three miles long, it contains near a thouſand acres, runs 
about N. and S. and lies nearly mid-chaunel in the Bay. 
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on board were plainly diſcernable by the 
naked eye from Seatield-Park :—reports now 
arrived that there were fi ve or ſix ſhips of the 


line in Beerhaven, and ſome. ſmaller veſſels : 


and now indeed the landing of the, French 


was looked on as inevitable:—the weather was 
moderate, and the wind at S. W. with which 


any veſſels from Beerha ven could readily come 
up the Bay. One of the ſeventy-fours had loſt 
her main top maſt, the other part of her 
bowſprit :—the decks of all the veſſels ſeemed 
to be crowded with an unuſual number of 
men. 2 | 


Saturday, December 31. 

Tur two ſeventy-fours, the frigates, and the 
lagger were this day diſcovered at anchor, in 
the fame ſtation which they had taken polleſ- 
ſion of yeſterday. Fhe Guinea trader who had 
come up the Bay yeſterday, now fell a victim 
to the phander of the French. As the lay at 
no great diſtance from them, they got out their 
boats ta the number of fourteen or fifteen, in 
eack. of which there. embarked about forty: 
men, and ſuzrounded her: in a ſhort time their 
boats were- loaded with every kind of valuable 
that fell in their way. They kept conſtantly 


plying between. the Guinea man and their own. 


ſbips, until every article that was deemed by 


them Worth carriage was taken out of her, 


which 
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which they very regularly diſtributed on board 


the different ſhips of war: each veſſel no doubt 


had its reſpective plundering party. This day 
at two o'clock a third frigate was obſerved 
coming up the Bay under eaſy ſail : as ihe ap- 
proached the ſhips of war which were at an- 
chor, a boat put off. from one of the ſeventy- 
fours, which the people on ſhore ſuppoſed, was 
for the purpoſe of boarding her, but as it after- 
wards appeared, was deſigned to board the 
American veſſel, which was anchored near the 
town.—In a few minutes a ſecond boat put off, 
in each of them there were at leaſt fifty men in 
arms, and on the bows of both boats were fixed 


two ſwivels which appeared to be two poun- 
ders.—No doubt was now entertained but that 


a landing was intended, and of courſe that all 
the boats would ſpeedily be manned with troops, 
who wou'd crowd directly for the ſhore. The 
Infantry which were ſtationed in Bantry, im- 
mediately flew to their arms, and under the 
command of Colonel Trench, of the Galway 
Militia, marched to the ſhore to diſpute their 
landing: —the Cavalry galloped off to Beach, 
the houſe of Mr. Simon White: — e entire did 
not exceed four hundred men — The Generals with- 
drew themſelves from Bantry to Dunmanway. 
The impatience and ardour of the handful of 
men which we had in Bantry, was a good aſſu- 


rance that when properly ſupported, and well 
| .G _ commanded, 
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the French ſhips, and were detained. 
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| commanded, they will at leaſt ſhew the eou- 


rage, if not the diſcipline of veteran troops ; 
happily they were not put to the trial. The 
boats never attempted to land, nor did it ap- 


. pear ever to have been their intention. They 


boarded the American veſlel, and took with 


them the Mate, and the ſhip's papers for their 


further examination, and rowed back to their 


reſpective ſtations. Univerſal panic prevailed. 
The remainder of the French fleet were ex- 
pected up the Bay every hour, the wind blow- 
ing ſtrong at S. W. Already had the alarm 
ſpread into the adjacent country that the French 
were actually landed, private expreſſes to this 
effect flew in all directions, and the Weſtern 
part of the county particularly, was a ſcene of 
the moſt diſtreſſing alarm. This day a few 
of the people from Whiddy ventured on board 


— 


The idea of Invaſion, to people whoſe tranquil ſhores had 
never ſeen the face of an enemy, muſt neceſſarily bring every 


poſſible ſenſation of terror. Every apprehenſion which the proſ- 


pect of outrage, maſſacre, and deſolation can excites crowds on 


the mind in horrible confuſion ;—uninſtrufted by experience, and 
incapable of forming a cool eftimate, their fears outrun the dan- 
ger, and the very apprehenſion is almoſt as bad as the reality, — 


Add to this that the dread of the dome ſtic plunderer, i is little leſs 


than that of the foreign. Here however, at leaſt there appeared no 
£auſe for uneaſineſs; the country ſhewed no ſigns of tumult, nor 
the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to riot, 


\ 


Sunday, 
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Sunday, January L, 1597. 
Tur ſhips preſerved their former ſtation; 
reports from Beerhaven ſaid, that a ſeventy- 
four had joined the other ſhips there; which 
were now five of the line, beſides frigates and 
luggers. A troop of horſe arrived this day in 
Bantry, but not one piece of ordinance had 


as yet been brought to the town.,——Wind 
W. S. W. 


Monday, January 2. 

Tuts morning the weather proved rainy, the 
wind moderate and about S. S. W.—the ſhips 
of war as before. The Mate of the American 
was permitted to return to his ſhip; the Guinea 
man was fcuttled and burnt, and to her Maſter 
and Crew they gave a boat, and permitted 
them to go on ſhore; having firſt given them 
a bale or two of the goods which they had 
plundered from the veſlel, .and a few bottles of 
brandy. The country people who belonged . 
to the Iſland of Whiddy, and who were de- 
tained on board ſince the g1ſt. of December, 
were likewiſe liberated —After having taken 
theſe precautions, they ſunk one of their fri- 
gates, (La Surveillante) which proved leaky, 
and dropped down the Bay, to the no ſmall 
| happineſs of the inhabitants of Bantry, and the 
adjacent country, —Wind | S. S. W. 


0-4 Tueſday, 


„„ 


= Tueſday, January 3. 
ScarrERED acroſs the Bay, and in different 
ſtations, the enemy's fleet appeared this day: 
it now became generally believed that theſe ſhips 
did not compoſe any part of the fleet which ap- 
peared on Friday, the 23rd. of December; but 
were part of another ſquadron of the ſame ar- 
mament, which having arrived at the place of 
rendezvous, was waiting for the remainder 
of the fleet. No doubt was now enter- 
tained that Lord Bridport was near the Bay, 
and ſeveral people from Bantry, (amongſt 
others, the Writer of this Journal) went to 
Sheephead, for the purpoſe of ſeeing the iſſue 
of the fleets meeting. Alas! the tidings 
did not reach London until the giſt. of De- 
cember ! * Conſequently the Engliſh fleet 
could not be near.——The wind this day about 
S. by W. | 


Wedneſday, 


It was not in the nature of things to convey a more early inn 


formation; the violent and perſevering ftorms from S. E. which 
drove from their moorings the French ſhips of war, though ſhel. 
tered, in ſome meaſure, by the lands at Sheep-head, and which 
prevented the approach of the more diſtant part of their fleet, 
and all their tranſports, effeftually cut off our means of com- 
munication with the Britiſh ſhore. The captain of the Kangaroo, 
by whom it was firſt aſcertained that the fleet was hoſtile, landed 

jd an 
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| Wedneſday, January 4: 
Trrs day thirteen veſſels were obſerved at 
anchor in the Bay: four of theſe were ſeventy- 
four gun ſhips, one of them carrying an Ad- 
miral's flag; five frigates; two brigs, (un- 
armed) full of ws ob one lugger and a cutter. 
5 a 1 
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an officer at Crookhaven, wich diſpatches for Admiral Kingſmill, 


and then ſhaped his courſe for England. The Admiral with that 


activity which character izes his whole conduct, though he had 
every reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Kangeroo would have been fuf- 
ficient to convey the intelligence, determined not to depend on 
her alone; he directed the Buſh Revenue Cutter, a remarkable faſt 
ſailer, and commanded by a gentleman diſtinguiſhed for his in- 
trepid ſeamanſhip, to take the Kangaroo's officer on board, and 
make the beſt of his way to the neareſt Engliſh land. The event 
juſtified his Precaution, for the Kangaroo was ſo diſabled by ſtorms, 
that ſhe did not arriye at Portſmouth until ſome days after the in- 
telligence was ace The Bufh Cutter failed on Saturday the 
24th of December, from Cove, to which place on Monday ſhe 
was obliged to return, after ſuffering ſome damage from the ſeve- 
rity of the tempeſt : as ſoon as refiited, and the weather became 
ſo moderate as to afford a hope of ſucceſs, Captain Townſend 

again weighed anchor, on the 29th, and after a paſſage of twenty- 
| three hours, arrived at Kingroad on the 3oth. Hence it appears 
that no time was loſt in conveying the intelligence to Lord Brid- 
port, from whoſe diſtinguiſhed gallantry and gonduët the hopes 
of this nation received animation and confidence. Indeed the 
French themſelves ſeem to have calculated, with a great degree of 
accuracy, the poſſible time of his lordſhips arrival; for it is ob- 
ſervable, the laſt of their ſhips left Bantry Bay but the day be- 
fore we had certain information, that the Britiſh fleet were near 
our coaſts, | | 
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The weather in general foggy, but ſufficiently 
clear, at intervals, to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral 
ſhips.——The wind S. W. by 8. | 


A PN had been this morning on board 
one of the ſeventy-fours, iq which he had pro- 
bably carried meat or vegetables to ſell, with 


a hope, no doubt, of extravagant profit, though 


he did not wiſh to own it, a proof that the ge- 


neral fear had begun to ſubſide, for at firſt not 


a man would hazard a viſit. He informed a 
Gentleman who was at Sheephead for obſerva- 


tion, and from whoſe very correct accounts a 
. conſiderable part of this Journal is taken, that 
he was aſked (for every French ſhip had ſpeak- 


ers of Engliſh, and perhaps Iriſh too, on board) 
how many troops there were on ſhore for de- 
fence? To which he anſwered, - © twenty thouſand 
in the neighbourhood of Bantry.” He ſaid that he 
gave them alſo another piece of information. 
which had a viſible effect on the muſcles of 
every French face, viz. that Lord Bridport was 
at that time off the Cape.” The Gentleman be- 
lieved, from the fellow's manner, that the con- 
verſation was faithfully related Lord Bridport 
was then really ſuppoſed to be off the Cape; 

and the Peaſant might have though: that in 
mentioning twenty thouſand Soldiers near Ban- 
try he was ſtating a fact, for after numbers 


amount 


E TY 


amount to thouſands, perſons of his deſcription 
are not very nice in diſtinguiſhing, 


Tux ſituation of the men on board thoſe ſhips 
was not at this time very enviable; toſſed and 
diſordered by a long and violent tempeſt; pent 
up in cloſe and unhealthy confinement, ſick and 
diſpirited'; ſeperated from their commander, 
with whom, and the greater part of the once 
proud armament, there was little hope of meet- 
ing; they muſt neceſſarily have been in a 
ſtate of the utmoſt embarraſſment. The infor- 
mation reſpecting Lord Bridport, their own cal- 
culations might have ſhewed them to be ex- 
tremely probable.;—they embraced therefore 
the determination, and the event juſtified its 
prudence, of bidding adieu to the poſſeſſions they 
but a few days before ſo confidently thought 
their own. So fallacious on many occaſions 
are the proud hopes of man ! Buoyed up by 
arrogant notions of his own ſtrength, he forms 
deſigns, he plans expeditions, and he defies diſ- 
appointment ! But he commonly finds that he 
has over-rated his powers ;—he regrets when 
too late, the vanity of inordinate ambition, 
and ſunk in ſhame and diſgrace, laments the 
mortifying conſequences of an oyer-weening 
preſumption ! This night the wind conti- 
nued at S. W. by S. and was very moderate. 
| Thurlday, 
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_ Thurſday, January — 


Or the morning of this day two ſeventy- 
fours, two frigates, and the cutter were in ſight; 


one of the ſeventy-fours (the flag ſhip) ſtood 


down the Bay, ſteering a Weſterly courſe, and 
followed by the cutter. Strange mutability of 


fortune the gentleman before mentiond, to 
whom the approach of a ſeventy- four gun ſhip, 


but a few days paſt, had conveyed a portion of 
the general terror excited by their deſign, now 
beheld their departure with the utmoſt regret 
ſatisfied that the Engliſh fleet was on the coaſt, 


he was filled with the hope of ſeeing one, at 
leaſt, of their ſhips advance, and his confidence 


in the Tars of Old England, gave him no reaſon 
to be alarmed for the event :—but it was hoping 


too much, Lord Bridport was ſtill at a diſtance: 
—could hisLordſhip have been apprized of what 


had happened, he might,” by ſteering for Breſt 
inſtead of Bantry, have intercepted the return 
of a great number :—but this could not have 
been given in his orders, and though he might 
have learned it on his way, he would not be 
Juſtified in departing from the place of his deſ- 


tination, before he was demonſtratively aſſured 


that the French fleet had quitted the Iriſh coaſt. 
In the evening the remaining veſſels left the 
Bay, ſteering like the former, a . n,. 
—The wind at S. E. 


Friday, 


F E 


To 
| Friday, January 6. 
Tas day, the wind was at S. S. E. Not a ſin- 
gle French veſſel was to be ſeen from any land 
in the neighbourhood of the Bay :—their courſe 
during the night had carried them a long way 
to the Weſtward, and to a great diſtance from 


the coaſt :=and thus ends NO 8 and 
their en 
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Liſt of Ships taken, laſt, or deflroyed, 
belonging to the FRENCH FLEET. 


NAuzxs. [Guss. How DIS TOS Dor. 


** 3 


1 "LED RE Loft off the Saints, near Breſt 

Le Sedutfant, . . .. | 74 harbour, all perithed except 
| 3 fifty. 

6 1... | „ Driven on ſhore, in D'Audierne 

Les droits de I homme, 74 Bay, by Sir Edward Pellew. 


80 „ 75 (cut down) Foundered in ſight 
E „ Fe IaT ortue. l 


La Torwe, . .....} 40 [Taken by the Poly phemus. 


. : Ot Wrecked off Ireland, (Barley 
L'Impatiente 40 Cove) ſix hundred men, all 
| | | | Periſhed but fix, or eight. 
| La Surveillante, . . . . 40 [Scuttled and ſunk in Bantry Bay. 

La Atalanta. 26 [Taken. 


La Mutine, (a Corvett)} . . Ditto. 


— — a+ 


Ships Armed en Flute, laden with Pro- 
v1fions and 8 1 


7 Captured by the Jaſon Frigate, retaken 
La Suffrien,'. . . » . . | by the Tortue, taken again by the 
IRS Majeſtick and ſunk. | 


„ Taken by the Polyphemus, and foun- 
Ta Juſune, © . + . deered in ber fight. 


Taken by the Druid Frigate, three 
La Ville de L'Orient, . | hundred and eighty Cavalry, twenty 
Ti Officers. Brought into Kinſale. 


LAbg.... Taken by the Spitfire. 


A French ſeventy- four was diſcovered on fire 
at ſea, by the Hazard Sloop of War. 
(uame unknown) 
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APPENDIX. 


Th E preſent moment, big with the fate of 
Nations, preſents a moſt awful picture to the 
eyes not only of Europe, but to the whole ci- 
vilized World. To extend our views, by con- 
ſidering the relative duties of Nation to Nation, 
each of them may be deemed a Citizen in the 
great Kingdom of the World, governed, not by 
their reſpective Laws, but by one grand Code 
eſtabliſned for the defence and well being of the 
whole protecting the more humble, and de- 
fenceleſs Citizen in his rights, from the rapa- 
city which is too often attached to the arm of 
power. Nations like individuals have their 
reſpective characters, by which they are marked 
and known. How has France demeaned herſelf 
in her aſſociated capacity amongſt Nations? 
How has ſhe maintained the relations of amity 
and friendſhip ?——In what part of her charac- 
ter has ſhe ſhewn a forbearance from wrong, 


Or 
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or 2 wiſh to refrain from inſult Has ſhe 


not in her infatiable thirſt for power, and in- 


ſpired by the madneſs of conqueſt, carried ra- 
pine and deſolation to the poſſeſſions of her 
neighbours ? Is not the ſoil of the European 
World (dread ſhock to humanity!) parched with 
the blood of the victims which have fallen be- 
neath the arm of this relentleſs tyrant? 
How has ſhe acted towards the miſguided Na- 
tions who, allured by her promiſes, vainly 
hoped that they would gain her confidence, by 


throwing'themſelves on her generolity and pro- 
| tection ?——Let that Bankrupt Nation (once the 


depoſit of the riches of Europe) anſwer this 
Alas poor Holland !-——Unhappy people How 
falſely did you eſtimate your claims to ſecu- 
rity Not many months have elapſed ſince, 
glowing in the bloom of National proſperity 
mature and ripe—quick circling through her 
veins, the plethoric current of a golden health, 
ſhe diſpenſed around the ſmiles of plenty. 
Woo'd by ſurrounding Nations courted to 
alliance——ſhe proudly reared her head, and 
was admired by all=—by all reſpetted ——— 
Now (ſad reverſe!) pale and emaciated——ne- 


gledted and diſmantled ſhe fits, on land and 


waters which were once her own. Poſſeſſed! 
— infatuated -In evil hour ſhe took a 
bankrupt murderer to her boſom—ſhe. wedded 
vice, infamy, and beggary, and all her fortunes 

ſhared 
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ſhared the common ruin k-—Oh ! 8 
allowed (unawed by her oppreſſive tyrant) 
to ſpeak her griefs, the deep breathed accents 
of her ſorrow would ring in the ears of Iriſh 


Republicans, and tell them what is was to be a 
OO Ig Nation * | 


Tur. alarming moment has arrived, when to 
the ſharpneſs of the Zynx's eye, we ſhould add 
the ſpirit, and the nerve of the Lin meditation 
on the ſubject is ruin f in ſociety, unhap- 
pily, there may be found a few of deſperute for- 
tunes, and ſtill more deſperate ſentiments let them 
herd together, on them let the offended majeſty 
of the law inflict its terror their defection 
does not exert itfelf without imparting inſtruc- 
tion. To hate Treaſon, it is enough that we 
ſee it.— Shall the happineſs and tranquility 
of a populous and flouriſhing Kingdom be diſ- 
turbed by an inconſiderable horde of worthleſs 
freebooters ?——=No Let it not be re- 
corded that a blighted branch alone, deſtroyed 
the entire tree —— “Let Iriſhmen, animated 
with a reſpect for its antiquity, crowd round 
its ſacred root, and ſmite the daring hand: which 
would dare to lift the deſtroying axe of RezzL- 
LION againſt its venerable trunk. 


To 
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midnight hour. 
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To appear before the awful tribunal of publie 
eriticiſm, is a ſerious conſideration to the Writer 


of this Pamphlet, and to ſave literary cenſors, 


the inquiſitorial ſeverity of Examining and 
Condemning !———he at once pleads—guilty. 
He has to regret that his powers are far behind 
the purity of his intentions. Did he poſſeſs abili- 


ties equal to thoſe which have been ſo impro- 


perly directed, on a very late occaſion, how 
cheerfully would he dedicate to the ſervice of 
his Kino/and his CounTxy, the labours of his 
Inſpired by Genius, and en- 
lightened by Truth :——how proudly would he 
take his Colofleal ſtand, as the Beacon of his 
Country, and point out to the weak and unin- 
formed, the dangers of the Republican coaſt 
the fallaciouſneſs of their chart 
and the horrors of their hidden rocks 
but as it is—his intentions, perhaps, may palliate 


| his preſumption. To the treaſury of his Country's 


welfare, he bears, with a trembling hand, an 
humble tribute of patriotic offering, and he has 
a lively hope it will not be leſs acceptable, be- 
cauſe its value is but——a mitt! 


